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we may consider licensing are those permit-
ting American citizens resident in Sudan to
make payments for their routine living ex-
penses, including taxes and utilities; the im-
portation of certain products unavailable
from other sources, such as gum arabic; and
products to ensure civilian aircraft safety.

I have decided to impose comprehensive
sanctions in response to the Sudanese gov-
ernment’s continued provision of sanctuary
and support for terrorist groups, its sponsor-
ship of regional insurgencies that threaten
neighboring governments friendly to the
United States, its continued prosecution of
a devastating civil war, and its abysmal
human rights record that includes the denial
of religious freedom and inadequate steps to
eradicate slavery in the country.

The behavior of the Sudanese government
directly threatens stability in the region and
poses a direct threat to the people and inter-
ests of the United States. Only a fundamental
change in Sudan’s policies will enhance the
peace and security of people in the United
States, Sudan, and around the world. My Ad-
ministration will continue to work with the
Congress to develop the most effective poli-
cies in this regard.

The above-described measures, many of
which reflect congressional concerns, will im-
mediately demonstrate to the Sudanese gov-
ernment the seriousness of our concern with
the situation in that country. It is particularly
important to increase pressure on Sudan to
engage seriously during the current round of
negotiations taking place now in Nairobi. The
sanctions will also deprive the Sudanese gov-
ernment of the material and financial bene-
fits of conducting trade and financial trans-
actions with the United States.

The prohibitions set forth in this order
shall be effective as of 12:01 a.m., eastern
standard time, November 4, 1997, and shall
be transmitted to the Congress and pub-
lished in the Federal Register. The Executive
order provides 30 days in which to complete
trade transactions with Sudan covered by
contracts that predate the order and the per-

formance of preexisting financing agree-
ments for those trade initiatives.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 3, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 4.

Remarks on Senate Action on Fast-
Track Trade Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters
November 4, 1997

The President. Good afternoon. I just
wanted to test our stamina in the cold this
afternoon. [Laughter]

I am very pleased that the Senate has
voted with a very strong bipartisan majority
to clear the key procedural hurdle to pass
trade negotiating authority to expand Amer-
ican exports, create American jobs, and
strengthen American leadership in the world.

Let me begin by thanking Senator Lott
and Senator Daschle for their strong leader-
ship and for the powerful arguments they
made on behalf of fast track and our national
interests. Today’s vote shows that a bipartisan
coalition for American leadership which has
sustained us throughout this century can help
us meet the challenges of the next century.

The case for extending fast track is plain.
Our economy is the strongest in a generation,
growing over 4 percent the last year with
$125 billion of that coming from exports. The
only way to continue to increase incomes and
create jobs is to tear down more foreign bar-
riers to American products and services. For-
eign nations already enjoy open access to our
markets. This legislation will give us the au-
thority to increase access to foreign markets,
especially in the fastest growing regions of
the world.

The world economy is clearly on a fast
track. If we don’t seize these opportunities,
our competitors surely will. An ‘‘America
last’’ strategy is unacceptable. We have a
unique obligation to lead. If we fail to lead
on trade, our influence will suffer in other
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areas important to our security, undermining
the trend toward free markets and democ-
racy in other nations, weakening especially
our relationships in Latin America, damaging
cooperation on issues from drug trafficking
to immigration.

Now, in addition to this, of course, we
should seek to raise labor and environmental
standards in developing countries and to stop
abuses like child labor. But this legislation
will give us more leverage in pressing those
goals. We should seek to do much more in
helping American workers and their families
when their jobs are lost because of trade or
because of technological change, and I will
have more to say about that tomorrow. But
we cannot raise our own living standards or
improve labor and environmental conditions
in other parts of the world by withdrawing.
What we have to do is to continue to reach
out to open more opportunities for Ameri-
cans and to work with other countries to im-
prove standards there.

In the coming days, I look forward to
working with Speaker Gingrich and Rep-
resentative Fazio. And I look forward to the
same sort of determined congressional lead-
ership that has borne fruit today. I call upon
all the Members of the House, without re-
gard to party, to make the choice they know
is the right one for America when they vote
on Friday.

Thank you.

Iraq
Q. What do you plan to do about Iraq?
Q. Mr. President, the Iraqis once again—

Saddam Hussein, in particular, seems to be
raising questions about your willingness, your
administration’s willingness, to break ranks
with other U.N. Security Council members
and possibly use military force in the face
of this latest showdown with Iraq. What do
you say to Saddam Hussein at this point?

The President. Saddam Hussein should
comply with the United Nations resolutions
and he should allow us to resume the inspec-
tions. If he has nothing to hide, if he’s not
trying to develop weapons of mass destruc-
tion, then he shouldn’t care whether Ameri-
cans or anyone else are on the inspection
team. This may be just another dodge. The
resolution is clear, the inspection regime is

unambiguous, and we have confidence in it,
and that’s why we participate in it. And that’s
what he ought to do.

Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]——
Q. ——[inaudible]—his threat to target

American flights over Iraq what your re-
sponse would be?

The President. That would be a big mis-
take. But the U–2 flights—let me say, the
U–2 flights, which you reported on exten-
sively in the last couple of days, are flights
in which we are involved, but they are carried
out under the authority of the United Na-
tions for a United Nations purpose. And we
will continue to consult with our allies on
that.

But let me say again—the world has an
interest, stated in the United Nations Secu-
rity resolution, in preventing Iraq from devel-
oping weapons of mass destruction. That’s
what this is all about. There is an inspection
regime which has clearly been approved by
the United Nations. And Saddam Hussein
must restore respect and opportunity for that
inspection regime. That’s all this is about.
And we have to be very firm about it.

Q. Mr. President, What do you plan to
do——

Q. Mr. President, do you believe at this
hour that the United States is headed toward
a military confrontation with Iraq, or is this
diplomatic mission likely to resolve things?

The President. I believe, at this moment,
we should do everything we can to resolve
this diplomatically, and we should reserve
judgment. This ought to be resolved dip-
lomatically. There is a procedure there, and
the Iraqis should let it be carried out by the
United Nations.

There was one other question.
Q. How long will you wait, Mr. President?

Nomination of Bill Lann Lee
Q. Mr. President, what do you plan to do

to save Bill Lann Lee’s nomination, and is
there anything you can do to overcome Sen-
ator Hatch’s opposition?

The President. Well, I’m disappointed in
Senator Hatch’s statement because I think
everybody who knows Bill Lee believes he
is superbly qualified to be head of the Civil
Rights Division. The Civil Rights Division
enforces the laws of the United States against
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discrimination, and we need a strong and na-
tionally recognized leader in that position.

You know, in his hearing, no one could
say anything bad about this man. I mean,
here he is, the son of Chinese immigrants
that’s worked his heart out all of his life. He’s
devoted his entire life to fighting for equal
opportunity and against discrimination. He
is superbly qualified. And that’s what I want
to say—how can anybody in good conscience
vote against him if they believe that our civil
rights laws ought to be enforced? That is a
question that we will be pressing to every
Senator without regard to party.

I had thought there was a bipartisan con-
sensus in the United States for enforcing the
civil rights laws of America. I still believe
there is in the country, and I think there
ought to be in the Senate.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:13 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Statement on Fast-Track Trade
Legislation
November 4, 1997

This week Congress has the opportunity
to renew decades of partnership between the
Congress and the President in building
America’s economic future and security
through trade.

That partnership has been a key compo-
nent of this Nation’s successful economic
strategy, which has given America its strong-
est economy in a generation and helped build
this country into the world’s greatest trading
nation. By working together for over 60
years, Congress and the President have pro-
vided a foundation for prosperity at home
while bolstering democracy, security, and liv-
ing standards around the world.

Our predecessors learned the bitter les-
sons of protectionism firsthand during the
Great Depression and wisely set the world
on a path toward mutual prosperity. Today,
with our economy and our workers, farmers,
and firms the envy of the world, America can
lead from strength. In a world where eco-
nomic activity in one corner of the globe can
affect economic activity in every other,

America’s leadership in international trade is
more vital than ever.

Over the past 5 years, American exports
have helped power and sustain a U.S. econ-
omy of unparalleled productivity, strength,
and vitality. From year to year, we have
added hundreds of thousands of high-wage,
high-productivity jobs in our dynamic export
industries.

Our challenge today, and for our children,
is to sustain that growth and our standard
of living well into the next century, while pro-
moting worker rights and environmental pro-
tection at home and abroad. To secure our
economic future, we must take advantage of
quickly expanding market opportunities
around the globe that are available for Amer-
ica’s workers and firms—if we seize them.
Some 96 percent of the world’s consumers
live outside our borders.

Here at home, we have the world’s most
open and competitive marketplace. Ameri-
cans thrive on fair competition, as the sus-
tained growth in our economy has shown.
But in some foreign countries, particularly
in the new, emerging marketplaces around
the world, American products and services
are not given a chance to compete. Now is
the time for us to unlock those markets and
make them as open to fair competition as
our own.

Legislation is pending before the Congress
this week that will allow us to do that, while
addressing important labor and environ-
mental concerns. It makes Congress a vital
partner in shaping our trade strategies and
strengthens the hand of our negotiators. It
tells our trading partners that America is
united at the negotiating table in securing
the best possible market opportunities for
our firms, farmers, and workers.

American leadership has helped prompt
tremendous progress towards democracy,
stability, and economic security in our hemi-
sphere and around the world. Our sustained
efforts to bring about fair and open trade
worldwide have been a major reason for our
success.

I am committed to pursuing not only more
open markets for our companies and working
people but more open societies that encour-
age respect for core labor standards and for
the environment. To accomplish those goals,
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